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21st Sunday after Pentecost 
October 13, 2024 

10:30 AM 
Holy Communion 

ELW Setting 4 
 
Greeting/Announcements 
 
Prelude 
Prelude, Fuge & Chaconne in C major  Buxtehude  

Christine Kates, organ 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn 
Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669 
  
Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 : Please stand 

 : Please be seated 
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Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day  
A: Let us pray…Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, 

forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way 
of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
First Lesson: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
L: A reading from Amos:   

6Seek the LORD and live, 
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 

7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 
and bring righteousness to the ground! 

10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 

11Therefore because you trample on the poor 
and take from them levies of grain, 

you have built houses of hewn stone, 
but you shall not live in them; 

you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
but you shall not drink their wine. 

12For I know how many are your transgressions, 
and how great are your sins— 

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
and push aside the needy in the gate. 

13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 
for it is an evil time. 

14Seek good and not evil, 
that you may live; 

and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
just as you have said. 

15Hate evil and love good, 
and establish justice in the gate; 

it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.  

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 90:12-17 
L: We will now read the psalm responsively: 

12So teach us to num- | ber our days 
that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. 

13Return, O LORD; how long | will you tarry? 
Be gracious | to your servants.  

14Satisfy us by your steadfast love | in the morning; 
so shall we rejoice and be glad | all our days. 

15Make us glad as many days as you af- | flicted us 
and as many years as we suf- | fered adversity. 

16Show your ser- | vants your works, 
and your splendor | to their children. 

17May the graciousness of the Lord our God | be upon us; 
prosper the work of our hands; pros- | per our handiwork.  

 
Second Lesson: Hebrews 4:12-16  
L: A reading from Hebrews:   

12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are 
naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 

14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has 
been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace 
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Mark 10:17-31 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked 
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do 
you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 
false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, 
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 
“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and 
went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at these 
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 
25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then 
who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not 
for God; for God all things are possible.” 

28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus 
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will 
not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many 
who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”  
P: The Gospel of the Lord 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day 
Son of God, Eternal Savior   ELW 655 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
P: Let us confess our faith together with the Apostles’ Creed. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.   

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, was buried;  
  he descended to the dead.   
  On the third day he rose again;  
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  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
  and he will come to judge the living and dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  
Prayers of the Church 
A: Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole 

creation. 
A brief silence. 

A: Compassionate God, embolden the church to seek all who are lost, clothe those who are 
naked, and mend what is broken. May we be generous bearers of your eternal love. God 
of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: Sustaining God, as we approach harvest time, we pray for farmers, field workers, and 

those who process crops. Keep us mindful of environmental threats to the nourishing 
food that feeds the world. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: Steadfast God, inspire world leaders to share resources and work collectively to end 

global poverty, starvation, and preventable disease. Direct us to seek justice and equity, 
that all may live in peace. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: Loving God, we pray for those who are afflicted, tormented, grieving, oppressed, and 

lonely. Deliver the strength of your love and compassion to all who need it today. God 
of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: Generous God, we give thanks for the first nations and tribes who inhabited this land. 

We lament the harm done by colonization. Call us to deeper appreciation and care for 
the languages, rituals, and history of all Indigenous people. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: Ever-living God, we rejoice to be heirs of the eternal life made real in Jesus' death and 

resurrection. We give thanks for saints of all times and places, first and last, who still 
inspire us to faithful living. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of mercy, we pray for all who are sick or suffering, especially…, the shut-in 

members of our congregation, all who are on our prayer list, and the ones we name in 
our hearts. 

A brief silence. 



8 

A: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace 
you freely give, both now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
Peace 
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
A: Let us share God’s peace. 

The assembly is invited to spread God’s peace in whatever way is most comfortable to them: 
peace sign, fist bump, elbow bump, air kiss, prayer hands with a bow, heart hands, etc. 

 
Offering 

At this time we give thanks for the members of Mount Zion who are able to give financially to  
further our mission of spreading the Gospel in accordance with God's plan by ministering to the  
spiritual and human needs of all people through our gifts, talents, and our love in Jesus Christ. 

Meditation on "In Babilone  Burkhardt  
Christine Kates, organ 

 
Offertory Hymn 
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Offertory Prayer 
A: Let us pray…God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures 

forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eucharistic Prayer 
P: Brothers and sisters, the time has come for us to remember: 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
  
Invitation to Communion 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
C: Praise be to God! 
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Meal 

We ask that anyone unable to approach the altar for communion please stay seated and notify the usher.  

The pastor and assistants will gladly come down to give communion to those who remain seated.  

Hymns during distribution: 
 Jesus, Priceless Treasure ELW 775 

God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705 
 
Post Communion Blessing and Canticle 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
A: Let us pray…O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body 

and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give 
ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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Dismissal 
A: Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
Cortege  Young  

Christine Kates, organ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgy and psalm:  Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress license #15252-ELW 

Reprinted from sundaysandseasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB160379 

Service Music ELW 184: Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A.   

Service Music ELW 207:  Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A. 

Hymn ELW 669: Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE 
#736053-A. 

Hymn ELW 655: Public Domain 

Hymn ELW 775: Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #736053-A. 

Hymn ELW 705: Public Domain 

Scripture:  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

 Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  
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MOUNT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 

Interim Pastor: The Rev. Robert Burkhart 
Sexton: Rod Robles  
Administrative Assistant: Kathy Gable 
Administrative Assistant for Worship: Kristi Conover 
Treasurer: Kathy Swords 
Financial Secretary: Brian Hinderer 
Minister of Music, Emeritus: Sue Hoffheins 

ABOUT TODAY’S THEME: The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to 
inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying 
that Jesus looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an 
open door to life: sell all you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with 
the message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message 
with the invitation to find life by divesting for the sake of the other. 

ABOUT TODAY’S LESSONS: 
First Lesson: Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a 
time of great prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the 
wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings 
blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath. 
Second Lesson: We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we 
are completely accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and 
temptations, because he also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne of 
grace to receive divine mercy from Christ. 
Gospel Lesson: Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s 
eyes. Now, a conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way 
that is surprising but unforgettable. 


